
Media representation, education, and transportation, all this and more in this issue of Accessibility for All.
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- Disability and Health Program -

Recent News

Judge Orders White House to 
Include Sign Language in Covid 

Briefings

"The Trump administration may have violated federal 

law by not including American Sign Language 

interpretation in televised briefings on the coronavirus 

pandemic, a federal judge in Washington ruled 

Wednesday. U.S. District Judge James Boasberg 

granted temporary relief that will require the White 

House to include in-frame ASL interpretation, already 

adopted by the governors of all 50 states in their Covid-

19 video broadcasts, pending final judgment in the 

case."

MDisability introduces new two-
week Disability Health Elective 

for third- and fourth-year medical 
students

"Medical students will learn about best practices for 

communication and caring for patients with disabilities 

and provide meaningful experiences through rotations 

among clinics specializing in disability-based care for 
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FORWARD TO A 
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Events and 
Survey 
Opportunities 
Miracle Sports Virtual 
Small Group Coaching 
Sessions
Date and time varies by 
session, see website for 
details
"In lieu of in-person 
Miracle Sports, this 
season in partnership with 
the City of Tallahassee 
Parks Recreation and 
Neighborhood Affairs, we 
are offering more variety 
and personalized 
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specific populations." This course can serve as an 

example for other institutions in efforts to combat 

ableism in the medical profession. 

The Actors With Disabilities 
Redefining Representation

"These performers are creating a new template for the 

artist-as-activist, challenging their industry — and their 

audiences — to reconsider what inclusion really means."

Schools Say They Have To Do 
Better For Students With 

Disabilities This Fall
"More than 7 million schoolchildren receive special 

education services in the U.S. But this spring, when the 

nation's schools were forced to teach remotely, many of 

those children were left behind, and some vital services 

— including physical, occupational and speech therapies 

— simply stopped. With many districts planning to 

continue remote learning in the fall, parents and 

caregivers expect better this school year. And school 

leaders know: They've got to do better."

Almost 110,000 Americans died 
while waiting for a Social 
Security disability hearing

"The Social Security program, known for its retirement 

benefits, also provides disability payments to people of 

all ages who can't work because of a physical or mental 

condition. But the process required get those benefits 

can be a bureaucratic nightmare, with applicants — who 

tend to be older and poorer than most Americans — 

sometimes waiting years to start collecting."   

Covid-19 has disproportionately 
impacted those living with 

experiences with small 
group virtual sessions with 
a variety of coaches. 
Sessions have limited 
slots and will be offered 
via Zoom. Check out our 
coaches and the sessions 
they are offering. Then 
sign up for the sessions 
that interest you most!" 

Survey for Parents of 
Students with Disabilities 
Attending Schools During 
COVID-19 
For: Parents or 
guardians of a child with 
a disability who is in 
school
"The National Center on 
Health Physical Activity 
and Disability (NCHPAD) 
is conducting a survey to 
gather information about 
the needs of parents of 
students with disabilities 
around schooling during 
the current COVID-19 
health situation. This 
survey will help us 
understand the needs of 
parents of students with 
disabilities who receive 
services through schools. 
The survey will be open 
until October 8th." 

Inclusive Needs 
Assessment for School 
Administrators
For: School 
Administrators 
"The National Center on 
Health, Physical Activity 
and Disability (NCHPAD) 
is conducting a survey to 
gather information from 
administrators about the 
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developmental disabilities

"The coronavirus pandemic has had an especially harsh 

impact on people with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities -- and they need special support, a group of 

specialists argued Friday in a letter to the American 

Journal of Psychiatry. Many of these vulnerable people 

have lost the critical support they need and can't 

advocate for themselves, Dr. John Constantino, director 

of the Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities 

Research Center at Washington University School of 

Medicine in St. Louis, wrote along with a group of 

colleagues at other institutions."

TikTok's 'New Teacher 
Challenge' Is a Cruel Disability 

Prank That's Harmful to 
Everyone Involved—Here's Why

"TikTok challenges usually fall into one of three 

categories: fun, dangerous, or cruel—and the newest 

challenge that's popped up on the app before the school 

year starts falls into the latter category. It’s called the 

“new teacher challenge” and it involves parents tricking 

their child into thinking that they’re FaceTiming with their 

new teacher for the upcoming school year. Parents 

share a photo of the “teachers” as part of the challenge, 

film their child’s reaction, and then post it on TikTok. 

Some pictures are of people making silly faces, while 

others feature people with physical deformities or 

disabilities. Reactions from the kids are mixed, but many 

scream, cry, or hide their faces in fear, while the parents 

laugh." 

needs of their school’s 
adapted physical 
education program. This 
survey will help us to 
create resources, training, 
and other materials that 
are specific to the 
administrator’s needs to 
support inclusive 
programs.The survey will 
be open until October 
8th." 

For more upcoming 
events, search through 
the Agency for Persons 
with Disabilities (APD) 
Event Calendar!

Webinars 
& Applications
The Arc's 2020 National 
Convention
October 26-28, 2020
12:00pm-6:00pm EST
"The Arc’s National 
Convention is an 
unmatched opportunity to 
connect and learn with 
advocates, professionals, 
people with intellectual 
and developmental 
disabilities, and their 
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Workers With Disabilities Can 
Earn Just $3.34 An Hour. 
Agency Says Law Needs 

Change
"Since 1938, U.S. labor law has carved out a rule for 

some people with disabilities, saying they can be paid 

less than minimum wage. The New Deal-era law was 

intended to encourage employment of more people. But 

a new report by the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 

says the exemption should be phased out, because it's 

been trapping workers in "exploitative and 

discriminatory" job programs."

Black Girls With Disabilities Are 
Disproportionately Criminalized 

"When school suddenly went virtual in the first weeks of 

the pandemic, one survey found that 4 out of 10 

teenagers did not attend a single online class. So why 

was Grace*, a 15-year-old Black girl in Michigan, 

incarcerated for not completing her homework and 

getting up late for online school, which a judge said 

violated her probation? As ProPublica reported, Grace 

spent over two months incarcerated, despite an order 

eliminating juvenile incarceration unless the child “is a 

substantial and immediate safety risk to others.” After 

protests, a petition, congressional action, and a refusal 

by one judge to release her, Grace was freed. As 

shocking as Grace’s case was, it was, unfortunately, not 

unique. According to data from the Department of 

Education’s Office for Civil Rights Data, Black girls are 

seven times more likely to be suspended from school 

than white girls and four times more likely to be arrested 

at school. Grace’s story is part of a larger pattern of 

criminalizing Black girls for minor misbehavior at 

school."

families. If you are 
interested in employment, 
education, advocacy, 
housing, criminal justice, 
and more – our sessions 
are sure to challenge, 
inspire, and motivate!" 
Registration is free. 

The NBDC Scholarship 
Program
Application opens 
November 1st. 2020
Deadline: March 15th, 
2021
 "The NBDC (National 
Black Disability Coalition) 
Scholarship Program, one 
of the many outreach 
projects, is to provide 
financial assistance and 
encouragement to Black 
disabled high school 
graduates in the pursuit of 
higher learning. The 
NBDC Scholarship 
Program is funded by 
donations from its 
members, supporters and 
other fundraising events. 
The number of 
scholarships awarded is 
limited by the monies 
generated from these 
endeavors. The 2021 
award is $10,000 to be 
distributed half in the first 
semester and additional 
half in the second 
semester contingent upon 
a first semester minimum 
GPA of 2.0."
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Tips, Briefs, & Guides

'Public Health is for Everyone'
An inclusive planning toolkit for 

public health professionals
"Introducing Public Health Is for Everyone, a one-stop 

living collection of resources and best practices on 

health and disability to ensure public health efforts reach 

people living with a disability." 

COVID-19 Deaf/Hard of Hearing 
Resources

The National Center for Deaf Health Research (NCDHR) 

offers a list of resources about COVID-19 for Deaf/Hard 

of Hearing individuals, including links to COVID-19 

videos in American Sign Language.

Rides in Sight Transportation

This database offers an easy way for Seniors and 

People with Disabilities to find accessible transportation 

options in their area. 

'My Mobility Plan'
What can you do to stay 

independent?

"Many people make financial plans for retirement, but 

not everyone plans for other changes that may come 

with age. This includes changes in your mobility—your 

ability to get around. It’s not easy to talk about, but as 

we get older, physical changes can make it harder to get 

around and do things we want or need to do—like 

driving, shopping, or doing household chores. You might 

not have mobility problems now, but you could in the 

future. You may even know others who already 

do—perhaps a parent, relative, friend, or neighbor. 

While it may not be possible to prevent all of these 

changes, there are actions you and your loved ones can 

About the DHP
The Disability and Health 
Program (DHP) is funded 
through a grant from the 
Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC). Formerly, 
the Florida Office on 
Disability and Health, the 
DHP is housed under the 
Florida Department of 
Health, Bureau of Chronic 
Disease Prevention in 
Tallahassee, FL with 
partnership from the 
University of Florida.
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take today, and as you age, to help keep you safe and 

independent tomorrow." 

Sincerely,

Florida Disability and Health Program

Disclaimer: These links are provided for informational 

purposes, not to solicit donations to an organization nor 

to promote one organization or resource over another.

Florida Department of Health - Disability and Health 

Program

Florida Office on Disability and Health
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